
NIH-CZI Junior Investigators Atlas Builders Meeting 

March 17-19, 2024 
6001 Executive Boulevard, Rockville, MD 

North Bethesda, MD 

 

Agenda 
Updated 3/12/2024 

 

Day 1 – Sunday, March 17, 2023 

7:00 – 9:00 PM 

 
Informal Networking 
Canopy by Hilton Washington DC  
Bethesda North 
940 Rose Avenue, MD 20852 
 

 

Day 2 – Monday, March 18, 2023 

8:00 – 8:15 AM In-Person Arrival and Security (6001 Executive Boulevard) 

8:15 – 9:00 AM 
Informal Networking 

Breakfast Provided by CZI 

9:00 – 9:30 AM Opening Remarks 

9:30 – 10:15 AM 

Plenary Speaker #1 

Moderator: Enrique I. Velazquez Villarreal, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H. 

 

Clayton C. Yates, Ph.D., M.S. 

John R. Lewis Professor of Pathology 
Professor of Pathology, Oncology, Urologic-Oncology 
Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 

10:15 – 10:30 AM Break – Meeting Photo 

10:30 – 11:30 PM 

Workshop #1:  Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

Moderator: Archie Enninful, Ph.D. 

 

▪ Belem Lopez, Ph.D., Center to Reduce Cancer Health 
Disparities (CRCHD), NCI 

▪ Michelle Hamlet, Ph.D., Common Fund, NIH 

▪ Sandra San Miguel, Dr.P.H., M.S., CRCHD, NCI 

https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/profiles/details/clayton-yates
https://www.cancer.gov/about-nci/organization/crchd/about/contact
https://commonfund.nih.gov/contact/michelle-rj-hamlet-phd-profile
https://www.cancer.gov/about-nci/organization/crchd/about/contact#SanMiguel


▪ Troy McEachron, Ph.D., Center for Cancer Research, NCI 

11:35 – 12:30 PM 

Plenary Speaker #2 
Moderator: Alejandro Jiménez-Sánchez, Ph.D. 
 
Ashley Laughney, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Physiology and Biophysics 
Assistant Professor of Computational Cancer Genomics in 

Computational Biomedicine in the Institute for Computational 

Biomedicine 

Weill Cornell Medicine 
 

12:30 – 2:00 PM 
Lunch 

Provided by CZI 

2:00 – 3:00 PM 

Junior Investigator Presentations 

Moderator:  Monica Brown 
 

▪ Jia-Ren Lin, Harvard Medical School 
▪ Ana Laura Hernandez-Ledesma, Universidad Nacional 

Autónoma de México 
▪ Juan Alvarez, University of Pennsylvania 
▪ Kevin M. Byrd, University of North Carolina 
▪ Vira Kravets, University of California San Diego 
▪ Qi Qiu, University of Pennsylvania 
▪ Kayla Wolf, Harvard University 
▪ Xuan Zhang, Cincinnati Children's hospital 
▪ Greg Baker, Harvard Medical School 

 

3:00 – 3:15 PM Break 

3:15 – 4:15 PM 

Workshop #2:  Working at a Consortium 

Moderator: Peter Luo 

 

▪ Patricia Labosky, Ph.D., Common Fund, NIH 
▪ Eric Brunskill, Ph.D., NIDDK  

 

4:15 – 4:55 PM 

 
Junior Investigator Poster Preview Talks 
Moderator: Brittney Gorman 
 

5:00 – 6:30 PM 
Adjourn 
Dinner on Own 

6:30 – 9:00 PM 

Poster Session 
 
Outlook Ballroom 
Canopy by Hilton Washington DC  

https://ccr.cancer.gov/staff-directory/troy-a-mceachron
https://physiology.med.cornell.edu/people/ashley-laughney-phd/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=6vK79GoAAAAJ&hl=en
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=6vK79GoAAAAJ&hl=en
https://cdb.med.upenn.edu/people/juan-alvarez-ph-d/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kevinmbyrd/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vira-kravets-65067137/
https://twitter.com/QiQiu8788
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kaylajwolf/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/xuan-zhang-1975a9193/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gregory-j-baker-phd-pharmd-024598a1
https://commonfund.nih.gov/contact/patricia-labosky-phd-profile
https://www.niddk.nih.gov/about-niddk/staff-directory/biography/brunskill-eric


Bethesda North 
940 Rose Avenue, MD 20852 
Snacks and Refreshments Provided by CZI 
 

 

Day 3 – Tuesday, March 19, 2023 

8:00 – 8:15 AM In-Person Arrival and Security (6001 Executive Boulevard) 

8:15 – 9:00 AM 
Informal Networking 

Breakfast Provided by CZI 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

Plenary Speaker #3 

Moderator: Enrique I. Velazquez Villarreal, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H. 

 

Catharine Young, Ph.D. 

White House 

Office of Science and Technology Policy 

Biden Cancer Moonshot 

9:45 – 10:00 AM Break 

10:00 – 11:00 AM 

Workshop #3: Career Options 

Moderator:  Alejandro Jiménez-Sánchez, Ph.D. 

 

▪ Ewy A. Mathé, Ph.D., Director of Informatics, NCATS, NIH 
▪ Tony J. Wu, Ph.D., Senior Partnership Manager, AACR 

▪ Barzin Nabet, Ph.D., Principal Scientist, Oncology 

Biomarker Development, Genentech 

▪ Matthew Beyersdorf, Ph.D., Patent Attorney, Wolf, 

Greenfield & Sacks, P.C 

▪ I-Mei Siu, Senior Editor, Cancer Discovery, AACR 

11:00 – 11:15 AM Break 

11:15 – 12:00 PM 

Workshop #4:  Meet the Editors 
Moderator:  Monica E. Brown, Ph.D. 
 

▪ I-Mei Siu, Senior Editor, Cancer Discovery, AACR 

▪ Kevin Burton, Ph.D., Associate Editor, Cancer Research, 

AACR 

▪ Emma Yee, Ph.D., Scientific Editor, Cell 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/catharine-young-ph-d-25959148/
https://ncats.nih.gov/about/our-staff/mathee
https://www.aacr.org/governance/tony-j-wu-phd/
https://www.gene.com/scientists/our-scientists/barzin-nabet
https://wolfgreenfield.com/professionals/beyersdorf-matthew
https://www.cell.com/cell/editors-and-staff


12:00 – 1:30 PM 
Lunch 
Provided by CZI 

1:30 – 2:30 PM 

Workshop #5: Career Planning and Enabling Interdisciplinary 
Collaborations 
Moderator: Andreas Bueckle, Ph.D. 
 

▪ Katy Börner, Ph.D., Professor & PI, Indiana University 
▪ Richard Conroy, Ph.D., M.B.A., Program Leader Human 

BioMolecular Atlas Program (HuBMAP), NIH 
▪ Shannon Hughes, Ph.D., Deputy Director, Division of 

Cancer Biology (DCB), NCI 
▪ Felicia Qashu, Ph.D., Program Leader, NIH 

 

2:35 – 3:15 PM 

Junior Investigator Presentations 
Moderator: Katerina Djambazova, Ph.D. 
 

▪ Connor Fausto, University of Southern California 
▪ Monica Brown, Vanderbilt University 
▪ Alejandro Jimenez Sanchez, Memorial Sloan Kettering 

Cancer Center 
▪ Zhen Miao, University of Pennsylvania 
▪ Brittney Gorman, Pacific Northwest National Lab 
▪ Tanjina Kader, Harvard University 

 

3:15 – 3:30 PM Break 

3:30 – 4:30 PM 

Workshop #6:  FAIRness 
Moderators:  Briana Santo, Ph.D., M.Sc.; Ninh Le 
 

▪ Elana Fertig, Ph.D., Division Director of Oncology 
Quantitative Sciences, JHU 

▪ Ino de Bruijn, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
 

4:30 – 4:55 PM Closing Remarks and Awards 

5:00 PM  Meeting Adjourns 

5:00 – 6:00 PM Optional: Informal Dinner on Own 

 

https://cns-iu.github.io/katy/
https://commonfund.nih.gov/contact/richard-conroy-phd-mba-profile
https://www.cancer.gov/about-nci/organization/dcb/about/contact/shannon-hughes
https://commonfund.nih.gov/contact/felicia-qashu-phd-profile
https://cfausto.github.io/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/monica-brown-294545262
https://www.mskcc.org/research/ski/labs/members/alejandro-jimenez-sanchez
https://zhen-miao.github.io/zhenmiao_home/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brittney-gorman-68411257/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/tanjina-kader-1a99aab4
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/profiles/details/elana-fertig
https://www.mskcc.org/research-areas/labs/members/ino-de-bruijn



