28) FIPOL: An Initiative to Develop Networks, Collaborations, and Educational Opportunities in Psychosocial Oncology for Latin America

Global Approaches of Integrative Oncology
FIPOL is an international collaboration, founded in 2017, aiming to connect Spanish-speaking clinicians and researchers interested in psychosocial oncology, complementary treatments (i.e. mind-body approaches, physical activity), palliative care and behavioral medicine from Latin America, the US, and Spain. The goal of the network is to develop collaborative research projects and programs, develop and host webinars, disseminate the latest research in psychosocial oncology, facilitate exchanges, and offer information about training opportunities, collaborations, and developments in the field. 
Design/Methods: FIPOL achieves it goals through initiatives in Research, Training, Resources Development and Communication. Our current research agenda includes five studies (three are CoVID-19 related). Our training initiative includes the development of over 20 webinars accessible on our YouTube page (youtube.com/c/FIPOLLatino) taught by cancer and psychosocial providers and researchers.. Our network has developed research, webinars and resources during the pandemic to serve the needs of patients and professionals, (see our website www.fipol.info). Our communication approach includes our website and social media presence (i.e. LinkedIn, Facebook, and Twitter). Our Steering Committee includes members from mainland USA (New York and California), Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico, and Argentina. Our Steering Committe meets monthly, to plan and track the studies’ progress, but during the pandemic is meeting on a weekly basis. Our collaborators also include clinicians and researchers from Spain, Brazil, Cuba, Chile, Nicaragua, and Colombia.  
Results: 585 clinicians and researchers receive the FIPOL announcements and invitations to the monthly webinars. Users of the FIPOL website come predominantly from USA (30%), Puerto Rico (17%), Argentina (16%), Peru (9%), and Mexico (8%). Viewers of the FIPOL webinars are predominantly from USA (24%), Peru (24%), Argentina (17%), Mexico (11%), and Puerto Rico (6%).  Our publications have focused on the practice of psychosocial oncology, training, and collaborative projects1-6. Some of the initiatives developed as a response to the pandemic have been: two webinars for professionals, three COVID-19 related studies (two ongoing studies and one under review for approval), research articles (one publication and 3 manuscripts in progress) and resources for patients and community members that include seven videos and handouts. All are available on our website: www.fipol.info.
Conclusion: FIPOL addresses global disparities in access to academic opportunities in psychosocial oncology and behavioral medicine. FIPOL has facilitated the exchange and collaborations of clinicians and researchers working on cancer and psychosocial care from diverse backgrounds and countries. The approach of the FIPOL network is interdisciplinary with primary involvement of psychosocial providers, clinicians and researchers that offer complementary treatments to cancer patients (i.e. psychotherapy, body-mind approaches) and support of traditional providers of oncology care (i.e. oncologists, palliative care physicians, etc.). These cancer care experts often present on webinars and serve as investigators and consultants in the different FIPOL initiatives. The complementary expertise is what has allowed FIPOL to accomplish their goals. 
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